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Let’s accept NPC interpretation and move on

heannouncensent last Friday that the
Standing Committee af the MNational
People’s Congress (NPCSC) will
meet this weekend to interpret the Basic
Law anmexes poverning elecioral methods
far the chief executive and the Legislative
Council “subsequent Lo the year 2007"
has canght the atention of the public
and cauwsed mixed feclings in Hong Kong.
Professor Wang Zhenmin, deputy dean
of Tsinghua University Law Schaol, sasd
that the interpretation would have “the
A r5 as the Basic Law and should
e abided by varicus parties”,
He also said that interpretation was
“extremely necessary (o clanfy some major
maoes of principles™.

Article hl...‘ﬁ ﬂ:r”“ Blil:idg Law clearly
stipulates thai * ilerpretakion:
shall be vested inthe MPCSC,

Chief Exceutive Tung Chee-hwa also
gave assurances that “the interpretation is
a good thing for Hong Kong, as it woukd pat
anend to the wrangling. so that the political

dibate could :
et feelings in Enn; Kong are still very

mixed, :

Many critics said that the interpeetation
would undermine Hong Kong's autenamy
under “One Country, Two Systems”
and preempl discussions on universal
suffrage.

Furthermare, they felt that “the more
the Basic Law is irchrprE:;d. the more
Homg Kong's high degree of autonomy is
wiakened and |I:: rule of law threatened”,

From media reporis that followed, we
neaticed that some sectars of the comeumity,
including some political leaders, were
plnnn'mg toskagea series of actions against
the W plan. These activities inclode
point press conferences, inviting the chiel
executive to attend a specially convened
Legislative Council meeting 1o discuss the
subject, candlelight wigils and a repetition
af the July 1st mass rally,

(11 :
I think Hong Kong would accept
the NPCSC interpretation as an
effective way to get on with real
business, instead of spending time
on unproductive arguments that
lead us nowhere.
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Whether these plans will proceed

as scheduled or are merely suggesied
5, off course, remaing 1o be seen

Anthisstapeit scems priateto takes
nhnlmﬂtsmimlmnﬁnp:irummmll
issue, T wish to take the oppostunity to share
some of my nal observations.

a) We all remember the trauma Hong
Kong went through in the interpretation
of the Basic Law in 1999, The action
was initiated by the Hong Kong SAR
government through the chiel executive
om the right of abode issue which was
ha:.h:all;.ra Hong Kong matver within “two
SysLems .

This time the conlenlious issue is
certainly not a purely Hong Kong matter
ls:’LI’:;'II:. Sl.]LIl':-E yT]'il jntmmnmr}'“
baundary. Aferall, ] ¢
1o he mage in thmﬁﬁ!gn chiﬂ‘mn:ulr\:
hawve ultimately to be approved by the
MNPCSC, The central government has
therefore taken the initiative to seek
interpretation io clarify any doubis in
funare discusshons by exercising ils rights as
enshrined in Article 158 of the Basic Law.

Some people may dislike i, but Horg
Kong has to abide by the Basic Law as a
toial entity, which gives ws “Cine Couantry,
Two Systems.” As Secredary for Justice Elsie
Leung pointed ou, “you cannod just pick
the brits like and disregard the ones you
dislike".

) Whilst many wish fo see interpretation
of the Basic Law used only sparingly, many
Hong Kong peoplbe fully aceept the central
government’s loges that there is a peruine
need 1o seek imlerpretation on this oocasion.
| expect ovierall reactions thas time in Hong
Tl:nrgi'ﬁ‘jhn}'.mb:r:la.lhal}'mildmmpﬂmd
|] !

) 1 believe many will agree that the July
151 rally was very much & demonsiration
of Hong Kong people's anger and

dissatisfaction over a vast number of
different and perhaps unrelaied subjects.
They includeangry owners puschasang their
homes a1 the peak of the property market
ihen suflering from negative cquibies. high
unemployment, the ecomomic downiam,
the handling of the SARS outbreak in
addition 10 legislation of Article 23 of the
Basic Law.

The then target was the chiel executive
and the SAR governmend. [fa rallyis to be
organized on this occasion, it will target
the central governmsent, which has up ull
now owed Hong Kongnathing. [ has given
the SAR great support economically and
politically. The latest example is the effort
to help Hong Kong boost its economy
through the Closer Economic Partnership
Arrangement and the Individusl Travellers
Scheme, [ have my serwons doubts that a
rally against ihe central government, if

ired mow, will attroct A bugs crowd.

d) Most Hong Bong people are practical-
minded. There are ol course many probhems
confronting Hong Kong and the people’s
sentiments today have greatly improved
and are quaiie difTerent from that of July
Last year.

Ineoncloston, [ihink Homg Kong would

accepl the WPCSC imerpretation as an
elfective way 1o pet on with real basiness,
instead of spending time on uaproductive
arguments that lead us mowhere. The
meetings of the NPC Stapding Commitiee
will iake place scon and Jel us book at the
results.

May 1 take the oppofiunity Il:rﬂgroint
aul that Hong Koag, beng an imtegral part
af China, enjoys 2 high degreeof autenomy
through powers delegated by the NPC in
accosdance with the Basic Law,

To a grean exvent, Hong Kong enjoys 2
higher degree ol amanomy than many LS
states such as California or New York State.
For example, Hong Kong is a full member
of APEC, the WTO and the Inlernaticnal
Olyenpic Committes, etc, while no state
of provinee of a country normally enjoys
such privileges. If Hong Kong wanis
to have better things, including bener
constitutional development, bet us wark
together diligemily and in harmony.

The gothar i depaty comensr of Mew Century Forom
and farmer secretany for lome affains of Hoag Kong.
He I5 alsy  delegate of the Chinese People’s Poliical

Comulitatine Confarence



